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the following pages I have tried to give a full and faithful accountof the scenes and the characters that were
gradually unfolded to me as Ibegan to understand the language, and by all other means to attain aclearer
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Wisdom are not mere synonyms but living gods, for whom they long with lively ardor, and, when found,
embrace with joy. Those of my readers who may find themselves interested in the wonderfulruins recently
discovered in Cambodia are indebted to the earliertravellers, M. Henri Mouhot, Dr. A. Bastian, and the able
Englishphotographer. James Thomson, F. R. G. S. L. , almost as much as tomyself. To the Hon. George William
Curtis of New York, and to all my other truefriends, abroad and in America, I feel very grateful. And finally, I
would acknowledge the deep obligation I am under to Dr. J. W. Palmer, whose literary experience and skill have
been of so greatservice to me in revising and preparing my manuscript for the press. A. H. L. CONTENTS. I. ON
THE THRESHOLD II. A SIAMESE PREMIER AT HOME III. A SKETCH OF SIAMESE HISTORY IV. HIS EXCELLENCYS
HAREM AND HELPMEET...
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