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indexed. Not illustrated. 1825 Excerpt: .defeated, after an obstinate engagement in which four of the number
were sunk and eight captured, with fifteen hundred men. These misfortunes only inflamed the Pisans with
wounded pride and the desire of a signal vengeance. The treasures of the state were nearly exhausted, but the
patriotism of the great families repaired the deficiency. They equipped at their own expence some one, some
two, others, more wealthy, five and six gallies; and one house even armed eleven. In this manner, by the public
resources and individual sacrifices, an immense fleet of one hundred and three gallies was formed: --and yet
the Genoese could oppose it with superior numbers. The armed galley of those ages carried from two to three
hundred men, and above fifty thousand Pisans and Genoese were therefore to contend on the waters for the
mastery: an incredible force for two cities with only a slender maritime territory, if the facts were not perfectly
authenticated. The Pisan fleet was no sooner equipped than it?--. -f put to sea, and, appearing before Genoa,
insulted 1284 that city by a discharge of arrows tipt with silver. This curious bravado failed in provoking the
Genoese, whose preparations were not fully completed, to sally from their port; but the Pisans had only
returned to the Arno a very few days when they were followed by their enemies, who stationed themselves off
the mouth of the river, near the little isle of Meloria, with above one hundred and thirty...
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