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and its distinct history rather than a product of supercomputers and other hocus-pocus, as they would indicate
or imply. And I will add the television networks, the media outlets, and local communities that support the bowls
also have strong opinions about, along with millions invested in the longstanding and low and now, of course,
very lucrative tradition. So my colleagues, the hearing today is an attempt to allow members of the committee
an opportunity to learn more about the bowls, the BCS, the ranking systems that operate, and the process that
takes all the ingredients and data and determines the two most qualified teams in college football without a
playoJ elimination structure. Being invited to a bowl game, particularly one of the four bowls that are under
contract with BCS, not only is a great honor, but it also translates into millions of dollars of additional revenue
for the schools, whose teams participate as well as the conferences they represent. The intersection of the big
time sports and lucrative financial deals is something this committee has examined in the past and will
continue to have jurisdiction and interest in. More importantly, this committee, as well as all Americans, wants
to be certain that sports are fair, especially to every student athlete who works so hard and sacrifices a great
deal of the traditional college experience in pursuit of athletic excellence. I also believe that we must always
keep in mind that Division I-A college football is high stakes, big business, but should remain at its core a
component of an academic system that sponsors athletes, not NFL...
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