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Book Jungle. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 114 pages. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 7.5in. x 0.3in.Every
autumn the town of W sends me a tax-bill, a kindly remembrance for which | never fail of feeling grateful. It is
pleasant to know that after all these years there still remains one man in the old town who cherishes my
memory, though it be only this publican. Besides, to speak frankly, there is a measure of satisfaction in being
reminded now and then of my dignity as a landed proprietor. One may be never so rich in stocks and bonds,
government consols and what not, but, acceptable as such securities are, they are after all not quite the same
as a section of the solid globe itself. True, this species of what we may call astronomic or planetary property will
sometimes prove comparatively 2unremunerative. Here in New England (I know not what may be true
elsewhere) there is a class of people whom it is common to hear gossiped about compassionately as land poor.
But, however scanty the income to be derived from it, a landed investment is at least substantial. It will never
fail its possessor entirely. If it starve him, it will offer him a grave. It has the prime quality of permanence. At the
very worst, it will last as long as it is needed. Railroads may be wrecked, banks be broken, governments become
bankrupt, and we be left to mourn; but when the earth departs we shall go with it. Yes, the ancient form of
speech is correct, land is real; as the modern phrase goes, translating Latin into Saxon, land is the thing; and
though we can scarcely reckon it among the necessaries of life, since so many do without it, we may surely
esteem it one of...
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