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Preached in the South Congregational Church, Boston O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good; for his
mercy endureth forever. Who giveth food to all flesh, for his mercy endureth forever. O give thanks unto the
God of heaven, for his mercy endureth forever. - Psalm cxxxvi., vv. 1, 25, 26. In the earlier days of a New England
Thanksgiving, the gratitude for the food which the earth and the forest have produced came foremost in all
congratulations. If the wheat were blasted, if a hard frost killed the oysters for a generation, all men knew the
calamity, deplored it as a judgment, and sought forgiveness. But if the harvest prospered, if the orchards
groaned with fruit and the intervales with corn, if the fishermen returned early and full, all men knew that as
well, and praised the God of fruit-tree, of seed-time, of harvest, and of the seas. It is one of the notable results of
a more complex social order, that now, when the national Thanksgiving Day comes round, half the people in a
commonwealth like this do not know or inquire whether the harvest have been bad or good. In the
compensations afforded by an eagle-eyed commerce, a hundred-fold as watchful to anticipate famine as ever
Joseph was, or Pharaoh, the ordinary citizen of a town like this does not know nor care where his food comes
from, to what harvest he owes it, or by what miracle it was brought to him. All he knows is that the tradesman
with whom he deals sends it to his door. Is his beef from Texas...
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