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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from A Theoretical and Practical Treatise on Algebra:
Designed for Schools, Colleges, and Private Students Some apology may appear requisite for oEering a new
book to public on the science of Algebra - especially as there are several works of acknowledged merit on that
subject already before the public, claiming attention. But the intrinsic merits of a book are not alone suEicient
to secure its adoption, and render it generally useful. In addition to merit, it must be adapted to the general
standard of scientific instruction given in our higher schools; it must conform in a measure to the taste of the
nation, and correspond with the general spirit of the age in which it is brought forth. The elaborate and
diEusive style of the French, as applied to this science, can never be more than theoretically popular among the
English; and the severe, brief, and practical methods of the English are almost intolerable to the French. Yet
both nations can boast of men highly pre-eminent in this science, and the high minded of both nations are
ready and willing to acknowledge the merits of the other; but the style and spirit of their respective productions
are necessarily very diEerent. In this country, our authors and teachers have generally adopted one or the
other of these schools, and thus have brought among us diEerence of opinion, drawn from these diEerent
standards of measure for true excellence. Very many of the French methods of treating algebraic science are
not to be disregarded or set aside. First principles, theories and demonstrations, are the essence of all true
science, and the French are very elaborate in these. Yet no...
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